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You often say, would give but only the deserving.” 
The trees your orchard say not so, nor the flocks your 
pasture. They give that they may live, for withhold 
perish. Surely who worthy receive his days and 
his nights, worthy all else from you.—From “The 
Prophet,” 


CHILD WELFARE THINKING LUBRICATED 
EASTERN REGIONAL 

Those who attended will agree that they can work 
better after exposing themselves the critical dis- 
cussions which characterized the sessions the Eastern 
Regional Conference the Child Welfare League 
America held New York City, January 5th and 6th. 

The indebted those who reported 
the various sessions the Conference. Their names 
appear the end the reports for which they were 
responsible. Because lack space has been neces- 
sary shorten several the reports. report the 
round table discussion The Unmarried Father will 
appear the BuLLETIN for February. 


FARE 

The discussion the dinner mecting the League’s 
Eastern Regional Conference centered about the criti- 
cisms made wealthy layman midwestern state 
who liad been asked for contribution help finance 
study what had happened 400 more children 
who had been taken from County Homes the state 
department welfare and placed foster family 
homes. 

summarized Dr. Neva Deardorff, the lay- 
man’s criticisms were: 

the last ten years had seen perceptible 
forward movement social work. 

That facts more than sufficient have been hand 
during this period condemn existing conditions. 

That the amount talk about conditions and how 
improve them disproportionate the remedial 
action taken. 

That the interest laymen superficial and 
evanescent. 

That the publicity social workers childish 
and does little make the public understand the basic 
principles which their work based. 


(Continued page column 


INSTITUTION NEWS 


LARGE ORPHANAGE TRIES CASE WORK 

Fourteen months ago, the Presbyterian Orphans’ 
Home, Barium Springs, C., added experienced 
November 17, 1927, Mr. Joseph Johnston, Gen- 
eral Manager the Home reviews the results date 
investigating all applications upon case work basis 
and points out economies which have more than justi- 
fied investment such service. 

fourteen months this worker gave attention 116 
applications involving 362 children. these children 
only 101 (about per cent the applications) seemed 
need care the institution. were admitted 
placed the waiting list. 

many cases the per cent not approved for ad- 
mission received service which for the children con- 
cerned was much more humane and valuable than 
admission any institution. Some were eligible for 
mothers’ aid under the laws North Carolina. The 
family rehabilitation effected for some who did not 
need even mothers’ aid required persistent educational 
work with pastors well with who too often 
considered this church institution open all Preshy- 
terian orphans regardless their need—as though 
were pension service for rich and poor alike. What 
happened the children whose admissions were not 
approved may shown roughly the following 
statistics. 

No. Children 


Applications withdrawn when applicants had clearer 


Relatives able and willing 
Other agencies and institutions better suited relieve 

Refused because children were 
Refused because children were over 

Admitted placed waiting 101 


the article Mr. Johnston says, “through this case 
work the Synod has been able search out the 101 
children that can best help, and advice and help 
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INSTITUTION NEWS 


(Continued from page 1) 


has pointed out other means relief that larger 
number that would have overwhelmed beyond hope 
our orphanage work. 

charitable hospital doing all the work can but not 
using any funds for diagnosis; throw away the 
X-Ray machine and blindly perform all the major 
operations that people think they need.” 

peculiar value children’s institutions are the 
illustrations cited Mr. Johnston his discussion 
the ups and downs which were experienced the first 
fourteen months operation with case work intake. 

have secured small supply reprints this 
article which have gone enclosures with the BULLETIN 
members the Child Welfare League and 
many possible the BULLETIN’s subscribers. 


THE LEAGUE AND THE PRESBYTERIANS 
FACT-FINDING 

the Child Welfare League many details about staff 
activities. Thus the enclosure, “Data for Study 
Presbyterian Orphans’ Homes and 
unusual interest because gives concrete information 
regarding one the projects undertaken the League 
during 1927. 

March, Mr. Hopkirk upon invitation from the 
proper officials, visited the fifteen institutions operating 
under the auspices the Presbyterian Church the 
United States. These institutions were located 
states below the Mason and Dixon 
surveys were not undertaken but enough time was spent 
secure bird’s-eye view each institution and 
observe the strength and weakness its regime. 

The data prepared Mr. summarizing his 
findings were included the minutes the Fourteenth 
Annual Meeting the Presbyterian Educational Asso- 
ciation the South Montreat, C., July, 
1927. Reprints the report were published the 
Department Christian Education and sent the 
trustees each institution. Through the courtesy 
Dr. Henry Sweets, Secretary the Department, 
possible furnish League members with reprints. 

addition the original report, memoranda 
individual institutions are being prepared for the use 
the Department Christian Education and boards 
trustees the fifteen orphanages. 

There are about 1,800 boys and girls under care 
these Presbyterian Homes. Thus such improvements 
service may stimulated the League’s contact 
with this one Church group may influence the lives 
many dependent children. 
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(Continued from page column 

That what the layman said was interested 
was “the application intelligent social 

Only beginning adequate discussion these 
criticisms could made the hour allowed the speak- 
ers after unfortunately prolonged dinner. The mem- 
bers the League all parts the country owe 
themselves, their clients, and supporters continue 
the discussion their local groups until their opinions 
and policies get the full benefit the layman’s criti- 
cisms. outstanding characteristic the discussion 
was each speaker’s undisturbed 
honesty facing whatever true the layman’s 
criticisms. 

Mr. Homer Folks showed that our statistics service 
dependent and neglected children have made only 
beginning the task showing quantitatively the 
whole story the care children institutions, board- 
ing and free foster homes, and the homes their 
mothers under the plan mothers’ allowances 
widows’ pensions. Likewise towards the adoption 
attitude mind which demands such care for each child 
individually needs, Mr. Folks could point 
encouraging beginnings but not full realization. The 
most striking illustration the growth this attitude 
mind cited Mr. Folks was the deliberate adoption 
the American Legion plan intimate co- 
operation with local child welfare agencies throughout 
the country, securing for every needy child ex- 
service man the best service and aid which the local 
community affords, and adding each case, such 
special help, any, the particular child may 

Dr. Ellen Potter from her experiences the De- 
partment Public Welfare both Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey pointed out the great opportunity social 
workers have get their service children put into 
practice through understanding co-operation with local 
and state public officials. She also showed that 
have many old laws and principles that can applied 
new needs. 

The points made Dr. Deardorff included: 

need learn that person and community 
can everything once. Ten years are short time 
work out all the results well-known principles. 

need more knowledge the varities care 
that both normal and subnormal children need 
different stages their growth individuals before 
can fully readjust institutions and agencies the 
needs all the children the community. 

need know the effect social insurance and 
other social factors the stability family life. 

Facts enough condemn find fault with existing 
conditions are not enough. often need know lot 
more before the right conditions can substituted. 
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need more knowledge about what real dependency 
and its relation independent home life under diffi- 
culties. 

Difficult social situations often need more instead 
less talk before the whole truth comes out basis for 
effective action. 

need studies the historical background child 
caring effort. 

need learn not afraid face hard prob- 
lems and all the elements that enter into them.— 


How Improve CHILD WELFARE 
Courts? 

her paper Miss Condit suggested that frequent 
conferences between the court officials and case workers 
might bring about larger degree mutual under- 
standing, the judge being called upon participate 
discussions relating community problems and the 
probation officers presenting the court’s point view 
where individual cases were concerned. various 
ways children’s agencies—both protective and child 
placing—might assistance the The court 
turn might act the capacity consultant regarding 
cases not serious enough for prosecution. occupies 
strategic position virtue which could assist 
demanding from social agencies high standards case 
work. 

Mr. Moran emphasized the necessity the part 
the court enlisting the co-operation social agencies. 
interesting fact which mentioned was that fifty 
out sixty judges who were asked recently fill out 
certain questionnaire stated that social workers had 
been distinct help Mr. Moran felt that social 
workers were often apt criticize the court without 
really trying help, and that they might great 
advantage use the technique case work and the 
principles mental hygiene with their colleagues 
the court, efforts understand their personalities. 
More mutual understanding and trust are necessary 
for the integration the work both groups.— 
BETH CLARKE. 


MUNITY-WIDE Basis? 

The round table conducted Edwin Solenberger 
had for its general topic “The Responsibility 
Children’s Agency for Planning its Work Com- 
munity-wide Basis.” 

Miss Barney the Rochester Council Social 
Agencies said that council social agencies 
successful must include all, both public and private. 
this way those that tend dominate are modified. 
Ignorance often stumbling block such council 


‘tion. 


especially when there lack knowledge the pro- 
grams, possibilities and limitations other agencies. 
based impressions instead facts. 

The getting together large group makes move- 
ment slower but more careful. Personnel difficulties 
are multiplied and there greater need for tolerance 
and co-operation. also necessary simplify 
terms, stating problems, for when group includes 
laymen, professional talk sometimes incomprehen- 
sible. “progress refinement rather than ex- 
but should program meet community 
needs, rather than organization for organization’s sake. 
The results such council, however, are almost 
impossible define. 

Miss Brownell the Pennsylvania Children’s Aid 
Society described the needs county Pennsylvania, 
stressing county unit system poor relief, and 
methods keeping children and families their own 
homes. She also emphasized the lack equipment for 
helping children whose needs are other than physical. 

Mr. Cavin the Maryland Children’s Aid Society 
gave picture Maryland County without adequate 
agencies. this county there would be, course, lack 
conception social work philosophy and organiza- 
With appropriation for dependent and de- 
linquent children and only the usual political agencies, 
the first job worker convince county com- 
missioners that they must help finance the work, then 
arouse interest villages through specific children. 
This means the gradual development community 
consciousness responsibility, with county welfare 
association the objective. 

Miss Ida Curry the State Charities Aid Asso- 
ciation New York, discussed Responsibility 
Leadership State-wide Agency for Setting 
Standards.” development case work standards 
has been gradual one. Lack uniformity county 
work early days has changed until now there 
uniform system, but constant effort keep programs 
elastic fit the varying needs the counties. Each 
unit has been permitted develop according the 
needs the community. One the ways influence 
standards care keep county units citizens 
interested how public job done. 

Mr. Arthur Dunham, Children’s Division the 
Pennsylvania Public Charities Association, presented 
the relation state-wide group social agencies. 
stated that any local group soon feels the need 
state-wide consciousness for various reasons, and that 
the state-wide agency affected local support 
lack Pennsylvania lost the children’s commission 
partly because there was nothing corresponding locally. 
These local centers should not machines but thinking 
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groups, for learn best from things that are happening 
our own Iba Curry. 


AGENCIES 

Mr. Ralph Hurlin, Director the Department 
Statistics the Russell Sage Foundation, stated that 
only those statistics should gathered which were 
interest the community and that none should 
collected unless they are use the organization 
itself. essential that these figures should 
gathered monthly well monthly 
recording will increase the accuracy the data. The 
figures collected will show trends and fluctuations 
over long periods, concerning the amount work, the 
classification and the cost the work being 
most important, therefore, have these because 
will give basis convenient comparison between 
agencies and institutions doing similar work. Mr. 
Hurlin felt that more important get this than 
keep track individual children. order, however, 
have this comparative data available, the public 
department should give prompt publication and dis- 
tribute Mr. Hurlin also felt that the basis 
all case counts should statistical case card. The 
function State Bureau should the stimulation 
and the education private agency the use 
statistical material. 

Mr. Hurlin further brought out what felt were the 
essentials this monthly and annual collection data 
from private agencies. ‘These points were follows: 
(1) number children under care the beginning 
period; (2) admissions; (3) discharges; (4) number 
children under care end period; 
tion the kind care; (6) classification discharges 
length stay; (7) classification those the 
end the period; (a) family status, (b) age, 
sex, religion and color, amount paid, 
cial cost. 

The round table decided that the eight essentials 
written down Mr. Hurlin were satisfactory and 
that that much secured from every child-caring 
organization any state, great increase efficiency 
and accuracy will secured.— Mary 


AMERICA BULLETIN 


The round table which met consider the Analysis 
Case Record with Emphasis upon Its Inherent 
Suggestions for Further found itself faced 
with number pertinent problems. Among them 
were whether the right child belong his own 
family, his own racial group, his own cultural entity, 
and out them contribute his own accord 
America’s future was not greater value than the 
desire agency Americanize him hurriedly 
removal from his own family and 
plantation into so-called American 
whether case-work technique with foreign speaking 
parents complete where the language 
counted reason for knowing little about the mother. 
The help intelligent lay persons the same group 
International Institute, lawyer, journalist banker 
the same nationality, but failing these, surely the 
pastor, priest rabbi. Questions also were raised 
whether case records are sufficiently carefully read 
for the hidden factors that build behavior difficulties 
and whether for lack such care the social agency 
not actually accomplice after the fact contribut- 
ing the difficulty and whether also the attitude 
agency overpowering when directed toward 
maintaining the service status quo rather than toward 
the development much needed additional resources. 


AND TEACHERS 

The ways which social workers may help parents 
understand behavior problems their own children 
was the subject paper Mrs. Sidonie 
She emphasized the responsibility parents for se- 
curing obedience from their own children. 

considering their problems she enumerated the 
following factors which should command the attention 
parents. (1) time element conditions many 
the child-parent relations. This increasingly true 
our society becomes more complicated. (2) There 
are variety changes which now characterize family 
life contrasted with the family life previous 
generations. (3) The need imperative for children 
have hygienic understanding the facts about 
sex. now being recognized that this requires more 
than information. The subject requires sympathetic 


treatment those who love the child. (4) Nowadays 
more than the past adolescent children are economi- 
cally dependent upon their parents. 

The relations between mental hygiene clinics, child 
welfare agencies and foster parents were discussed 
Mrs. Sophia Robison. She insisted that foster 
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home work need learn tolerate the unavoidable 
—just family life. Facts they are make 
more important for workers bring parents and 
foster parents face realities than limit their inter- 
ests whatever excellent ideals they the social 
worker may consider important. 

How reconcile the conflicting points view 
teachers and social workers was the subject the 
address Miss Rhea Boardman. She illustrated 
the importance each understanding the handicaps 
under which the other must work. The teacher should 
know why the interview parents the social worker 
may delayed and why sometimes takes days and 
weeks before necessary evidence can secured and 
plan for treatment developed. the obligation 
the social worker explain the situation the teacher 
that she may know that the child’s problems are 
receiving attention and why certain steps must 
taken regardless delays. Miss Boardman compared 
the teacher confronting child’s behavior problem with 
the person who has pain and goes toa physician. Just 
the doctor’s patient more interested relief from 
pain than consultation visits, laboratory tests and 
prolonged treatment, teacher will concerned 
only the cure the child’s problem—unless the 
social worker explains the complexities the situation. 
CATHERINE SANDERS. 


The problem what happens the emotional de- 
velopment children left their own bad homes, that 
children placed foster homes and that those 
placed institutions was discussed Dr. Lawson 
Lowrey. The question what proper home was 
considered first. Dr. Lowrey pointed out the need 
having the right kind emotional attitudes the 
part parents toward each other and toward the chil- 
dren. There should also recognition the emotional 
relationships between the children and the socializing 
process which comes the children learning get 
with other children the same age outside the home. 
disaster family always has psychological effect 
child. frequently causes the child have 
feeling disgrace and shame. the “broken home,” 
where there quarreling and disagreement the part 
the parents, the child frequently placed the 
position being unable attach himself either 
parent. the child placed institution, there 
ordinarily little opportunity for his giving taking 
personal affection. There usually kind interest, good 
physical care and discipline the routine doing 
things appointed times. the foster home, there 
generally good opportunity for the child develop 
normal personal relationship man and woman. 


relatively simple measure the material oppor- 
tunities offered foster home, and honies falling 
below the minimum standard are generally not used. 
difficult, however, get the dynamics the 


INSTITUTIONS SEE VALUE MENTAL 


The discussion the sectional meeting mental 
hygiene the institution helped clarify the minds 
those present the need and value including mental 
hygiene the institutional program. From the dis- 
cussion and the replies the questionnaires sent 
number institutions having child guidance clinics 
list factors indicating the need mental hygiene was 
developed and they were listed under the following 
heads: 

Types children found the institutions all 
need dealt with mental hygiene basis. 
addition the behavior problems and 
delinquent children, the feeble minded, epi- 
leptic, potential psychopaths and exceptional 
children, there are also the children who are 
going through emotional crises through the 
loss parents and deprival parental affec- 
tion and are therefore seeking feeling 
security. Most these children have poor 
hereditary background and many them 
make difficult social adjustments. 

II. The Institutional situation itself calls for 
mental hygiene approach. The abnormal 
routine life for both children and staff, the 
personalities some staff members most 
whom must find their life satisfactions within 
the institution and the possibilities staff 
education and raising the general tone 
the work all indicate the value introducing 
mental hygiene the institution. This not 
only gives all the workers new terminology 
which helpful developing objective 
point view and scientific approach their 
work but also introduces certain skilled work- 
ers who are considered independent the 
administration and whom children may 
tell their stories without fear punishment. 

III. When the program planned accordance 

with mental hygiene principles includes 
dynamic classification children, scientific 
planning for each individual child, educational 
and vocational guidance, adequate sex educa- 
tion and changed attitude toward the general 
problem discipline. mental hygiene 


approach assists the planning activi- 
ties program use the institutional 
environment treatment process and makes 
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available data which may used helping 
the child adjust life after discharge.— 


SERVICE 

Most the time this round table discussion was 
devoted the problems examination and isolation 
children intake. Dr. Mason Pitman, physician 
and superintendent institution for dependent and 
neglected children, told his intensive admission ex- 
amination, including tests and inoculations, and three 
weeks’ quarantine before children are admitted cot- 
tages. attributed the isolation program, which 
accompanied the rapid building the child’s 
body, much the unusual freedom the children 
his cottages from any epidemic diseases. also said 
that examining and swabbing each child’s throat 
with good solution once week the freedom from such 
diseases made more certain. 

Miss Elsa Ueland and others questioned the desira- 
bility three weeks’ isolation all children before 
admitting them the cottage groups. When isolation 
seems desirable special cases she prefers use for 
isolation purposes family boarding home which 
other children live. Her institution has two more 
such homes upon which she may rely. 

Mr. Everett DuVall told the large amount 
free medical service obtained the Children’s Com- 
munity Center the New Haven Orphan Asylum. 
This made possible, without lowering the standards 
medical service, through the co-operation the 
medical society New Haven. This society has 
committee which assigns the physicians best qualified 
for the various services needed the institution, with 
due regard the need for each child continuing much 
possible with the same physician. The dental 
society New Haven makes similar arrangements. 
Each dentist takes several the children regular 
patients. This reduces the load any one dentist and 
results the development friendly interest the 
dentists those children who are their own 


NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

the name selected the Board 
the Henry Watson Children’s Aid Society Baltimore 
for its leaflet for boarding mothers. Copies this 
leaflet were sent enclosures with the November 
BULLETIN. 

Mary S., ten-year-old ward the Society, won the 
five dollar prize offered for suggesting the most appro- 
priate title for the new publication. 


THE FIFTH PAN-AMERICAN CONGRESS 
CHILD WELFARE 

Havana, Cuba, was the meeting place the Fifth 
Pan-American Congress Child Welfare, December 
8-13, 1927. There were delegates from most the 
South and Central American countries. The State 
Department the United States government was 
represented fourteen official delegates, most whom 
were staff members public and private child welfare 
agencies and these Miss Katharine Lenroot, 
Assistant the Chief the Children’s Bureau the 
United States Department Labor, Washington, was 
chosen Chairman. 

Child welfare conferences the Latin-American 
countries are differently organized from similar con- 
ferences the United States. rule, only delegates 
appointed officially the various governments are 
recognized regular members. This keeps the number 
rather small. Naturally the country which the con- 
ference held contributes larger number delegates 
than any the other countries, the latter usually 
pay the expenses travel and maintenance its dele- 
gates. this respect the United States exception. 

The Congress was divided into six sections, entitled 
Medicine, Hygiene, Education, Sociology, Psychology, 
and Legislation. The morning sessions were given 
plenary meetings. The sections met the afternoon 
separate rooms. 

The physical care infants and older children, prob- 
lems nutrition, and maternal and infant welfare 
occupied large part the program, was but natural; 
but the same questions relating education, psy- 
chology and legislation that interest child welfare 
workers the States and Canada were the program 
Havana; as, for example, “The School’s Responsi- 
bility for Training Child-care,” “The Contribution 
the Kindergarten,” “Sex Education,” “Character 
Building the Schools,” “The Organization 
the Juvenile Court,” Psychology the Pre- 
Need for Schools Social Work.” 

The delegates from the South and Central American 
republics were without exception men unusual in- 
telligence and breadth view. The meetings were well 
housed and tactfully guided. body resolutions 
covering important subjects the various fields was 
adopted and will available for distribution. The 
American delegation was shown unfailing courtesy and 
attention, and the visit Havana will looked back 
upon all who were present unusually profitable 
one. The Sixth Congress will held Lima, Peru, 


Remember National Conference Social Work, Memphis, May 2-9, 1928 
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“RUSSELL TREMAINE HOME AGAIN!” 


order completely reversing the inferior court, 
Judge Edward Hardin returned his parents the 
twelve-year-old boy who for two years has been kept 
adoption because his parents would not permit him 
join the flag salute school. editorial The 
Nation for November 30th the facts about the Tre- 
maines, members non-resistant religious society, 
were set forth. was pointed out that, the risk 
slight loss face, the State Washington would 
well return Russell his parents without more ado, 
the most sensible and merciful procedure possible. 
Partly result the admirable publicity campaign 
waged Robert Whitaker, Los Angeles, who first 
brought the case The Nation’s notice, the State 
Washington has done just this. Russell sent 
back home; under the recognizance the 
Juvenile Court judge the district which lives, 
who will see that goes school. But need not 
public school; can attend school where will 
not required salute the flag his parents not 
wish him so. The Tremaines probably will not 
insist the letter their demand—that Russell 
allowed attend public school and the same time 
permitted abstain from the flag salute. After all, 
the Government, with endless delay, has done the 
decent thing this particular case; and will take 
time wipe out the public schools the absurdity 
enforced ritual patriotic Na- 
tion, December 14, 1927. 


CHILDREN’S ALLOWANCES 

The beginning the New Year good time for 
child-caring agencies have session with themselves 
ways and means providing economic training 
for their wards. 

Since live practical world where everything 
desirable can obtained only effort exchange 
one desirable thing for another and where cannot 
eat our cake and have too, essential that children 
are given opportunities develop habits thrift and 
intelligent forethought making expenditures. 

Unless child has allowance which free 
spend wishes, cannot possibly gain economic 
experience. When the foster mother supplies all wants 
more less automatically, the institution storeroom 
furnishes everything from overcoats lead pencils, 
cannot blamed they get the idea that 
one’s needs are met some Aladdin-like process which 
requires almost individual effort. 

reprint interesting article Children’s 
Allowances Kirkpatrick, Director the Child 
Study Department the State School, Fitch- 
burg, Mass., which appeared recent number the 
Child Welfare Magazine, can secured from the Na- 
tional Thrift Committee, Y.M.C.A., 347 Madison 
Avenue, New York, article points out 


amount money and raises questions which chil- 
dren’s agencies and parents are vitally interested. 


WHO ARE LEAGUE MEMBERS 


During the past month several child-caring agencies 
different parts the country have written find 
out whether they were members the Child Welfare 
League America. Apparently some the non-mem- 
ber organizations the free mailing list have assumed 
that because they received the they were 
members the League. 

Joining the League involves definite procedure 
which includes— 

Application for admission membership after 
formal action the trustees the agency authorizing 
such application. 

Personal visit from member the League 
determine whether applicant’s standards 
minimum requirements adopted the League. 

Formal report the staff worker the executive 
committee the League. 

Approval rejection the application the 
executive committee. 

Payment $25.00 per year dues 
accepted members. 

Acceptance Transportation Agreement. 

are nation Regardless the type 
organization there are certain formalities which 
must observed any “‘jining” process. While ad- 
mission membership the League lacks any color- 
ful picturesque feature, sufficient ceremony con- 
nected with the process that agency can become 
affiliated without active participation the event. 


SPEAKS FOR ITSELF 
November, 1927, the State Charities Aid Associa- 
tion received the following letter from the superinten- 
care for little girl seven who had several misfortunes 
among them that being born out wedlock: 


“In reply your letter November 25th, beg 
say that not think can accept the little girl you 
speak of. The Board will not receive any illegitimate 
children especially those whose mothers are like the 
mother hard the child, and sympathize 
with her condition, but this Home was founded care 
for the children really worthy respectable people 
distress, the very class that would otherwise over- 
looked because their backwardness making their 
condition known. Such people this mother are not 
this class, and simply dump their offspring any 
agency that will relieve them care.” 
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ALCOHOLISM AMONG PARENTS DELIN- 
QUENTS 
Miss CHANNING, 
Children’s Bureau, Department Labor. 
Director Institute for Juvenile Research, Chicago, 

The author has chosen for the subject this study 
the parents those children referred the Boston 
Central Juvenile Court the Judge Baker Foundation 
during eight-year period, from July 1917, 
June 30, 1925. The obvious advantage such group 
is, course, the possibility obtaining full social 
records. also disadvantage, however, 
that the group highly selective that any conclusions 
reached can applied only this particular group 
similar one, and cannot expected apply the 
general population even unselected groups de- 
linquents. This study, for example, deals with group 
which largely foreign-born, low economic status, 
and which the children studied are habitually de- 
linquent, least are repeaters rather than first 
offenders. 

The data which the author has gathered, however, 
are very interesting and corroborate for this group 
good many impressions which have been held com- 
monly; for example, that alcoholism closely asso- 
ciated with broken homes, with non-support the 
father, with employment the mother, and that these 
conditions are turn closely associated with delin- 
quency among children. The study also bears out the 
impression that more prevalent among 
native-born parents and parents English-speaking 
nationalities than among foreign-born, the figures being 
lowest for Italians and Jews. the same time the 
children the foreign-born who are most likely 
brought into court for misdemeanors, English-speaking 
parents being more successful either evading the law 
dealing with delinquency their children the 
home. 

The author has dealt only with the social elements 
the situation. She does not report this study the 
more fundamental aspects the problem alcoholism 
its relation juvenile delinquency. Here the much 
discussed question the influence alcohol the 
germ plasm vital importance. has long been 
maintained pharmacologists that alcohol one 
the outstanding germ plasm poisons. this true, 
what the significance this poison the life the 
child? Does inherently the constitution 
the child that starts out life with handicap 
which will make more difficult attain the standards 
social effect living with alcoholic parents? What 
percentage children alcoholic parents are actually 


delinquent, and what stabilizing elements are effective 
counteracting the results alcoholism parents 
and preventing delinquency children? Are alcohol- 
ism and delinquency merely different manifestations 
fundamental instability common the parent and 
child the relation one cause and effect? 

With these basic questions the author has not con- 
cerned herself this study. They indicate, moreover, 
the necessity for investigation based not only 
selected group delinquents even non-selected 
group delinquents, but larger group drawn from 
the general population. The author realizes that her 
lack control group has made impossible draw 
definite conclusions, even for the factors which have 
been considered. The study valuable descriptive 
record careful, painstaking Its real 
significance, however, would seem lie the fact that 
demonstrates the need for much more fundamental 
attack the subject which will consider the deep- 
seated physiological and psychological aspects the 
causes and effects alcoholism and its relation 
juvenile delinquency. 


CHANGES FOR THE DIRECTORY 
Because discontinuance the organization, the 
Joint Committee Methods Preventing Delin- 
quency, East 42nd Street, New York, Y., 
longer member the League. 
New 
PENNSYLVANIA: 
House the Holy Child (d) 
Spring House O., Montgomery County 
Miss Edith Dallas, Supt. 
TENNESSEE: 
Dept. Institutions Tenn., Welfare Division (e) 
Nashville, 316 Memorial Building 
William Headrick, Director. 


REGIONAL CONFERENCES 
The Southwestern Regional Conference will held 
Dallas, Texas, February 24th and 25th. 
The Ohio Valley Regional Conference will held 
Louisville, Kentucky, March 2nd and 8rd. 


ENCLOSURES 
(Sent Members Only) 

AND report visits fifteen institu- 
tions for children under the auspices the Presby- 
terian Church the United States March, 1927, 
Hopkirk the League staff. 

Johnston, Presbyterian Orphans’ Home, Barium 
Springs, 


